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Please pass ambassador! martin oob march 19 

Things are happening rather QUICKLY HERE, THISMESSAGC ISINTENDEO 

TO GIVE! YOU SOME INFORMATION WHICH MAY NOT BE : REFLECTED IN OTHER! 
REPORTINGl 

1. THE. PRESIDENT IS SCHEOUUEO TO SPEAK TO THg! COUNTRY TONIGHT TO 
EXPLAIN THE GOVERNMENTS STRATEGY, HOWEVER, AS USUAL* THERE: COULD BE 
SOME SLIPPAGE AND WE WILL NOT REALLY KNOW UNTIL' THE: SPEECH ACTUALLY 
TAKES PLACE, 

2, ALTHOUGH NOT YET ANNOUNCED, EVERYTHING I KNOW SUGGESTS THE' 
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO ABANDON QUANG TRX AND THUA THXEN, INCLUDING 
HUE. TRUONG IS IN THE: PROCESS- OF MOVING ALL HIS TANKS, 178 HH GUu« 
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AND OTHER HEAVY EQUIPMENT FROM NORTH OF THE MAX VAN PASS: TO SOUTH OP! 

THE PA8S, IN OFF THE RECORD: BRIEFINGS OF SOME, CORRESPONDENTS HERE 
GENERAL! MIEN HA8 CONFIRMED' THE? DECISION TO ABANDON QUANQi TRX OUT' u 
BEEN SOMEWHAT MORE AM8XGI0U8 ABOUT HUE AND THUA THXEN PROVINCE^ 

DEFENSES IN QUANG NGAI AND QUANG: TRX ARE ALSO BEING THINNED OUT 
AND X CORPS DEFENSIVE EFFORT WILL BE CONCENTRATED AROUND) DANANQ, . 

5, FOR OUR PART WE HAVE BEEN ENGAGED TODAY IN REMOVING: MOST 
AMERICANS FROM AREAS OTHER THAN OANANG, WE HAVE TAKEN HOST', IF' NOT 
ALL', PRIVATE AMERICAN CITIZENS OUT OF HUE TODAY BUT* THE OFFICIAL* 
AMERICANS REMAIN. OUR OFFICE IN QUANG NGAI CITY IS BEING MANNED 
DURING THE OAYTIme ONLY ON THE BASIS OF FLYING IN AND OUT, THE 

private Americans in quamg ngai, including the Quakers, have, been 

ADVISED TO leave BUT HAVE SO FAR NOT AVAILED THEMSELVES TO* OUR. OFFER 
0F ; TRANSPORTATION. 

4. THERE IS A GOOD OEAl OF DISSATISFACTION AMONG SOME OF THE. 
VIETNAMESE MILITARY, INCLUDING JGS STAFF OFFICERS, ABOUT THE 
PRECIPITANT way IN aHICH THE DECISION TO EVACUATE PLEXKU AND KONTUM 

was made a*o carried out', the grumbling is not about the decision 

ITSELF, WHICH appears TO BE ENDORSED BY THE LARGE MAJORITY OF 
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VIETVAME8E MILITARY, BUT RATHER THE FACT THAT XT WAS;.SO PRECIPITANT’ 

J^ T rI^ S Mf!5l H S2 A JSk» C 2 UL0 N0T BE CARRIE0 OUT IN AH ORDERLY MANNER 1 AND 
far TOO MUCH EQUIPMENT ANO AMMUNITION HAD TO BE LEFT BEHIND 
ANO DESTROYED, 


° THER M00 ° ITE * TOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IS, OF COURSE^ 
IJ, A LIJ5 RE ,i 5 « A GROWING TENOENCY AMONG VIETNAMESE^ XNCLUOINQ' TMEi 
= 2fcJI* RV i T0 8UME! THE! AMERICANS FOR THEIR PROBLEMS, I HAVE: THEBE 
REPORT? From HOMER SMITH ANO HIS PEOPLE AS WELL AS FROM MONTY SPEAR. 
WE WILL! WATCH THIS. VERY CAREFULLY ANO WILL TAKE THEs NECESSARY ACTION 
TO KEEP XT FROM GETTING OUT OF HANO, 
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